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ome y ‘'e have occasionally expressed 
aneouamm approbation of this admirable [n- 
Dresen fammtion, aS farming a bond of unicn 
) thiyakmmng the Churehes, and calculated 
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tly to increase our strength. 
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uous; and we are confident that 
re is nothing wanting to induce the 
xs of Zion to support this and sim- 
Societies, but to be made more 
y acquainted with the necessity of 
haplan, and to see the blessed ef- 
ts produced by its labours. 
ur readers will recollect that the 
neral Association of Connecticut 
the Domestic Missionary Society. 
ttheir Session in June, the Directors 
d before them the fellowing 


REPORT. 


» the Domestic Missionary Society of Gonnect- 
icul and its vicinity; to be convened at Lyme, 
June 1dth, 1819. 

ELOVED BRETHREN AND FrreEXNps— 

The Directors of the Domestic Missionary 
ociety, sensiige of their important and res- 
nsible trust, Have endeavoured to discharge 
be duties, develved upon them, with dili- 
ence and fidelity. Under the influence of 
is impression, they proceed to give an ac- 

onnt of what God, in his providence, has en- 

bled them to do, the past vear. The Mission- 
ries they have employed, are the Rev. Messrs. 

Villiam Lockwood, Royal Tyler, Cyrus W. 

vey, Josep Knight, Asahel Nettleton, Na- 
viel Freeman, Ephraim G. Swift ; and Ste- 
men W. Burritt, and George A. Woodbridge, 

andidates. The fields of labour, have been, 
Nefford, West Stafford, Union, Westfield and 
Middlefield in Middictown, Eastford in Asi tora, 
‘ew Salem in Colchester, Long Society in Pres- 

", North Stoningion, Humphreysvitie in Der- 
y, Oxford and Westen. 

Pour of our Missionaries have a stated 
‘arse; two’ of whom have been installed 
‘“uce the last annual report. The missions- 
“yas a hody, have been active and faithin! ; 

‘does it appear that they have, in any in- 
‘ance, laboured without effect, in the quicl- 
“ning, comfort, and edification of believers, or 





the awakening, reformation, and conversion 
of sinners. In general, visible good has been 
done. ‘The labourers have, for the most part, 
remained in the field, not only from Sabbath 
to Sabbath; but what we deem hardly less 
important, from i to day; sowing and wa- 
tering the seed ; and carefully watching its rise 
and progress. The people have, in all places, 
welcomed the arrival of the messenger of the 
Lord of bosts among them; and the ciurches 
and congregations have united, in public as- 
sembly, in expressing their thanks to the Soci- 
ety, for the assistance received. Not afew of 


the members of these parishes, are sensible of 


their wants, and weep and pray over their 
moral desolations. ‘They are, in general, dis- 
posed to support preaching themselves; and, 
in most instances, make very commendable 
exertious for the purpose. The aid afforded, 


by the Domestic Missionary Society, has eu- . 


couraged them to undertake, and enabledthem 
to accomplish, more for their own relief, than 
would otherwise have been deem’d practicable. 
The Directors, although labouring under 
some discouragements, subject to some per- 
plexities, and not unfrequently tempted to 
despond, would still join the acclamation of 
thousands, and bless God for the institution of 
this Seciety. He who bought us with his 
blood, and he who is head over all things to 
the church, and walks in the midst of the 
golden candle-sticks, holding the stars ia his 
right hand, has from the cominencement, 
crowned its efforts with no ordinary success, 
He has, from year to year, blessed the labours 
of the Missionaries, in turning sinners from 
darknessto light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God. Nor has he the last year, although 
a period ef spiritual drought in the state at 
large, left himself without a witness to the 
power of his saving grace, in the fields which 
our labourers have occupied. While in every 
place, so far as we are enabled to judge, the 
state of society has been improved ; in several 
places, the dispensation of the word, has been 
with special efficacy upon the hearts and lives 
of men. The Missionary at Humphreysville, 
writes to the Directors, “ during the six weeks, 
the term of my mission, I have preached forty 
sermons, attended conferences, and visited the 
schools. Lhave spent the whole (ine on the 
spot, devoting every day to feraily visits and 
religious conversation. The people have giv- 
en very good attendance on the means oF 
grace, and have been uncommonly solemn 
and attentive, There has been, and is aow, 
some special attention to religion, ‘There 
have been some instances of hopelul conver- 
sion, and some are now enquiring wheat thes 
siatl do ta be saved. Bleven persous have 





a 


RET 
& ~ Fes ' 
a 


7 
Spr 


=e ad 


_ 
—— 


Pak) et 
—_” —) >> a8 
Se oe 


J a | 
Se eee 


iw atten oat 


114 


been examined for admission to the Church, 
and eight were received the last Sabbath. 
This little church is evidently gaining strength. 
They feel under great obligations to the Do- 
mestic Missionary Society, tor theirassistance; 
and manifest a dispositicn to help themselves, 
30 far a» they can, under their present embar- 
rassments” ‘They are prosperously proceed- 
ing in the erection and completion of acon- 
venient house for public worship. 

The Missionary at West S/afford, in his com- 
munication to the Board, observes, * We have 
not witnessed such scenes here, as have been 
witnessed in some places, in the vicinity. 
Still, great things have been done for this peo- 
ple. A number, since the commencement of 
the present year, hope that they have passed 
from death unto life. Five united with the 
eburch in the course of the suminer. Others, 
who, for atime, had a faint hope, have been 
revived, and now enjoy comfortable evidence 
of their adoption into the familyof Christ: Some 
to me, give evidence of being among the num- 
ber of Christ’s real friends, who, as yet, indulge 
but a feeble hope that they are indeed the chos- 
enofGod. Family religion has been lately es- 
tablished in six or eizht families. On the last 
Sabbath, twelve persons were received into 
the Church, ‘his, except in one instance, 
so far as Lam able to learn, is the greatest 
number that, in this place, have professed 
Christ on the saine day. About ten or twelve 
more, we hope, are real Christians. Some, 
or all, of them, will probably unite with the 
Church soon. Immorality is less prevalent 
than formerly. Prejudice is abating ; opposi- 
fion is still. The youth are becoming more 
regular; and, on the whole, we can say, that 
the cause of Christ here, is gaining ground 
over error and sin. Your charity, bestowed 
upon this church and society, has produced 
much good. Without this aid, they would be 
unable to enjoy the stated preaching of the 
gospel, as the burden is now very severe. 
Dear brethren remember us at the throne of 
grace.” 

- The most powerful and extensive revival 
the last year, within the limits eccupied by 
the missionaries of the Soci iV, has been at 
Eastford. The Directors have had no report 
from the Missionary at that station; and can- 
not, therefore, be sO partic iar as they could 
wish. Thev can only say, that the work has 
been great and glorious, a striking manifesta- 
lion of the sovereignty and treeness ot the 
converting grace of God; and that, from the 
Ist of Janus, to the Ist 
tie number oi ie 
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fT 
made in his name, and in dependence», 
to build up the waste places of the staj. 

Some other sections of our country 
followed the example here set, and formes 
cicties to cheer the moral deserts within 
own limits. 

The aid which has been extended 
places above mentioned, has been but pow 
more, in almost every instance, was nee 
Applications have been made for aggis 
from other churches and societies, to y\y 
none could be afforded. 

At the commenceaient of the period jx 
ded in this report, the Treasury was cong, 
ably in debt. A part of the contributiog, 
the present year, therefore, have been aj 
priated to pay the bills of the preceding yey 

The valuable legacy of 2000 dollars, lef 
Mrs Lewis, of New-London, having by 
very recently received, no part of it has 
yet, been appropriated. For this seasongi 
act of Christian liberality we would bless G 
and be encouraged in our work, This js 
second distinguished female b. nefactor of i 
society ‘Their united munificence has alg 
dy made many glad; many will still rise » 
and call them blessed. , 

The operations of the Directors the last yeg 
like those of every preceeding period, bay 
been limited, not by their wishes, but by thee 
wants. They would have rejoiced to havea 
tempted more; and more would actually hay 
been undertaken, had it not been for th 
deficiency of their funds. Here we canng 
but advert to the object of the society. Itwa 
instituted to assist the feeble, impoverished, 
and destitute churches and congregationsd 
the state, to obtain the occasional or consial 
enjoyment of the institutions and ordinances 
of the gospel. The great design, and eve 
hope and expectation in the formation of the 
Domestic Missionary Society, was, ultimately 
io secure to every ecclesiastical socicty | 
Connecticut, the entire tinve, apd services 
a settled minister. Was this Mectation vis 
ionary ? No: we appeal to you, christs 
bretiiven and friends ; we appeal to the inte: 
ligeat, patriotic, pious, and peaceable peo 
ol the state, if that hope was romantic. 1! 
plan can be carried into complete executios, 
Only let the necessary fuuds be provicec 
and, under God, the work is done. ‘Lhe cheer 
ing anticipation is realized. Every heath 
barren spot, on the moral map of this litt 
but important republic, is cultivated, and he 
comes verdaut, fragrant and fraitful. 

Nor is the sum necessary for this purpose, 
so large as to alarm even the most trugai ai 
timid. 


























A very few thousands of dollars ai 
nually, would be sufficient to supply all exist 
ing deficiencies; and enable the poople 
every parish, from one new moon to apotier, 
from Sabbath to Sabbath, and trom day tv 
day, to reiterate, “ how beautiful upon the 
mouutains, are the feet of him who bringets 
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bringeth goud tidings of good; that pubi 


etn salvation ; that saith umto Zion, thy Goc 


reigneth. ‘Thy watchmen shall lift up tl 
vc with the voice together shall (ie; 
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Break forth into joy ; sing togecher, ye 
laces of Jerusalem,” 

this state, have peculiar factl- 
ishing this most desirable ob- 


asic : 
Tae people of 
es for accomp. 
The real poor, are not numerous ; tie 
mmber of waste places is not large ; and sev- 
| have began to rise trom their raius. We 
pot only of one blood, but all speak one 
jguage; have a common origin ; and the 
oliection Of Common Origin 5 and the re- 
silection of common suierings, in Our ances- 

‘rs. ‘They emigrated to this couatry, pre-em- 

Bently to secure, tO tuemselves and their de- 

endants, their civil and religious rights ; es- 

pecially in the undisturbed enjoyment of 
yangelical privileges. Our limits are smalls 
1d intercourse, With every part of the state 

; easily maintained, The government is 

vee ; property is generally distributed, to the 

selysion of large and oppressive monopolies. 
The employments and habiis of the people 
se favourable to industry, economy and com- 
tency. A spirit favourable to religious 
charity, and benevolent enterprize, pervades 
ue great body of the community; a very 
large proportion of the population are of the 
same religious denomination, and the impulse 
of joy, or of sorrow, felt by a part, can be 
quickly communicated to the whole. Why, 
then, in the language of inspiration, “ is not 
the health of the daughter of this people re- 
sovered ?” The Lord has manifested a readi- 
ness to bless, by crowning our incipient efforts 
with the efficacious influences of his Spirit. 
Itis the want of means alone, that prevents 
our receiving this plenary blessing, and keeps 
the day of redemption still distant. It is not 
the want of willingness in the people to re- 
ceive them, nor of persons weli qualified to 
undertake the work; but the want of means 
for their support. 

This fundamental deficiency has, from the 
first, crippled the exertions of the society, tor 
the upbuilding of the wastes of the state Nor 
is this embarrassment peculiar tous. It is so 
extensively experienced, as greatly to restrict 
the usefulness of some of the most interesting 
and important charities of the day. It is not 
difficult to account for, and it is hoped, will 
not be found difficult to reiove, this defi- 
ciency, 

‘There is, no doubt, @ want of adequate know- 
ledge en the subject. Many who have it in 
their power to relieve, and are rightly diposed, 
lo not possess the information requisite to in- 
fluence them to aciion. They do not know 
the moraé wastes of Cennectiert; do not 
know that there are places which have been 
desolate from generation to generation ; aad 
must be given to perpetual desolation, unless 
others contribute seasonably to their reliel. 
Perhans they do not live near these places, 
andhave either never heard, or have forgotten, 
their moral condition and prospect. They 
are, therefore, unallecied, and do pet come 
forward, promptly, to their aid 

Uihers have been so long conversant wilh ‘he 
sight, ihat. il has rendered them calious. Wa- 
muiarity has bad a hardening effect; aud 
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. . & 
made them, in a measure, deaf and unfeelins 


to the cries of the distressed. Fromm the fact 
of having been accustomed (o them, they cease 
to be sensibly affected. A stranger, passing 
anid these wasies, fevis his eye affect his heart, 
While a neighbour is, comparatively, unmov- 
ed at the scene. 

Blame may, in some cases, be alleched to the 
people of these destifule and deren ged places ; and 
cause them to be consigned to co.utinued sut- 
fering, asa righteous retribution in providence. 

It is supposed by others, without deliberate 
thought, ov sober calculation, that they can re- 
lieve themselves. ‘They do it, so far as they are 
able, and some of them even beyond their a- 
bility. But it is in vain to order a sick mau to 
rise up and walk: he has not suilicient 
strength. Administer restoratives, and he 
may soon be able to stand. 

Some do not properly estimate the su fferings 
of their brethren and kindred, in consequence of 
noi having experienced similar @reavemenis 
themselves. We know the full value of bles- 
sings, only by their loss. They never having 
been destitute of the privileges of the gospel, 
do not, therefore, know how to fel for those 
who have never, or but rarely enjoyed them, 
He, whose health has been uniform, ean hard 
ly pity the drooping invalid. Suffering bim- 
self, can alone teach him properly to commis» 
serate the suffering condition of others. 

There is not, it isto be feared, an adequate 
sense of the moral obligation to action. Cones 
tributing to secure to others, the enjoyment of 
religious privileges, is called charily ; but does 
not jusiice here put in a claim? are we no 
bound to assist them ? op, if it be charity, is it 
not charity which is due? charity enforced by 


imperious moral sanctions? Charity which | 


caonot be dispensed with, without the aban- 
donment of duty. It is denominated charity 
to denote its nature, and not to indicate re- 
lease from all obligation to its performance, 
“Freely ye have received ; freely vive.” The 
primitive Christians did this, although them- 
selves in trying cirenumstances ; and have left 
an exaample for the Christian world to follow. 
When one member suifered, all the members 
suffered with it; and the churches universally 
helped each other by their fervent prayers, 
Christian fellowship and conneil, and liberal 
pecuniary contributions, They made the sul- 
terings of others their own; and came prompt- 
ly and cheerfully to their relief. The prac- 
tice of some was, on every first day of the 
week, to lay by, in store, a certain sum, ac- 
cording as they had weved by God; 
while others were ready with their liberality , 
a year, beiore it wes called for, or wanted. 
Much hes been, aud is yearly done in Con- 
necticat, ior which 1 be thanked, and God 

of liberality in the 
ligious justitations bas 
not.wis thought, increased equally with tue 
expenses of hving, and the moral necessities 
uf the people. 

History intorme us, “that the six first towns 
in Connecticut and New-Haven, enjoyed the 
constaui labeur of iewm able miaisters. ‘This 
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was assmuch as one minister to abont fifty 
families, or two hundred and sixty or seventy 
souls,” (Trumbull, Vol I. p. 292.) At the time 
of the Union, the colony contained about 
seventeen hundred families, eight or nine 
thousand inhabitants, and they constantly en- 
joyed the instructions.of about twenty minis- 
ters. Upon an average, there was as many as 
one minister to every eighty-five families; or to 
about four hundred and thirty souls. In some 
of the new plantations, thirty families sup- 
ported a minister; and commonly there was 
not more than forty when thes called and set- 
tled a pastor. That the first churches and 
comgregntionss notwithstanding their poverty, 
hardships, dangers, and expense, in settling in 
a wilderness, and in defending themselves a- 
gainst the savages and other enemies, should 
maintain such a number of ministers, strongly 
marks their character as Christians, who de- 
sired the sincere milk of the word. It affords 
a striking evidence of their zeal for religion, 
and that the word and ordinances were pre- 
cious in thuse days, (page 300, 301.) 

These being the causes to which the present 
deficiency of funds is owing, we know not but 
the sufferings of our brethren must be greater, 
in order that they may be feit; the desolation 
more complete, before it will awaken com- 
passion, and rouse to benevolent effort. We 
know no!, but that those who now enjoy reli- 
gious privileges, must first be deprived of 
them, that they may learn to form a correct 
estimate of the spiritual distresses of others, 
and be excited to labour and pray more dili- 
gently and earnestly for their relief. 

On either view ot the subject, we are direct- 
ed to God, as our refuge ; our only hope ; be- 
seeching him to help us, and that right early. 

We beseech you, Christian brethren aud 
friends, to remember us, in your addresses to 
God, that he would endow us with wisdom ; 
to remember our missionaries, that they may 
be faithful ; especiaily to remember the peo- 
ple of the destitute, impoverished, aud deso- 
late parishes of the state; that fhey may all 
speedily be supplied, rebuilt, and enriched, 
with the ministry of the word, the ardinauees 
ot the gospel, and showers of grace, conveit- 
ing sinners, and edifying saints; to the praise 
and glory of the Father, Son, and Spirit. 

In ihe name of the Directors, 
Ms We TAVLOR, Secre ‘ary. 

New-Haven, June [2th, Ist. , 


GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF CON- 
NECTICUL. 
EXTRACT FROM MINUTES, 
(Continued from p. 89.) 

The General Association of Cen- 
necticut, in acquamting the Christian 
community with the sate of relizion 
within their limits, have ‘o say some 
things whieh give them pleasure, and 
call for their loudest praise; and yet 


General Association of Conneciicu:. 
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that pleasure is diminished, and thar 
praise made humble, by some cireyp, 
stances of regret. 

There appear to prevail among y 
some alarming iniquities, which retapi 
the operations of the gospel, and threy, 
enthe ruin of souls. Intemperang 
a prolific source of evil, if not increas 
urg, is still prevalent. Cases ofie, 
occur of men sinking, in a few yean, 
from the height of domestic hap, 
ness, and even from hopes of heaven, 
to present shame and everlasting jy. 
nominy, drawing with them, inte poy. 
erty and wretchedness, their once |oy. 
ed families ard friends. 

Disiegard of the Sabbath is though 
to be a growing evil. Many grossly 





6 
profane the day; and some, who 


education promised better things, seem 
desirous of casting off vestraint, and 
appropriating to their own use the 
hours.in which God has ever chailes: 
ged a special propriety. 

Lying and false swearing are appre: 
hended to be growing iniquities. To 
deceive a neighbour, and disregard the 
covenant that binds to truth and duty, 
are less disreputable than in formet 
periods of our history. Thus, in a 
measure, is sapped the foundation oi 
confidence 3 thus the old moral land- 
mark is removed: for it must nevel 
be forgotien, that when oaths sha! 
cease to bind the conscience, the fact 
tie is sundered, that holds the coi 
inunily together. 

Sull, the view of those evils wouls 
be less affecting, were there not reasou 
to fear that the exertions made to stem 
the torrent of iniquity are diminished 

‘Lo oppose cusruption is often un. 
popular, and always laborious. Hene 
good men are prone, at tiwes, to les- 
sen their efforts, and permit tle worl? 
to continue undisturbed in its corrup 
toils. 

Besides these, we heave other causes 
of lamentation which tenderly allec: 
our fearts. ‘bhere have been, recent! 
ly, several instances. of death in the 
ministry. » ‘fhe Rev. Amzi Lewis, of 
Stamford, and the Rev. Roswell R. 
Swan, of No:waik, Lave been called 
away from their labois; the lauer in 
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emidst of his days; leaving their 
ople, and the church at large, to 
eepand be humble under the hand of 
te Lord.—It also belongs to us to 
ention, respectfully, the Rev. Sam- 
|) J. Mills, a worthy minister of the 
ord Jesus Christ, who died the last 
ear, in the employment of the Colo- 
ization Society. is constitution, 
arly impaired, sunk at length under 
he pressure Of benevolent, persever- 
w, and indefatigable exertion. He 
bund a grave in the ocean, leaving 
bis worthy and Rev, father, and a be- 
eaved Christian community to la- 
nent their loss. . We Knew not his 
orth till he left us. He stole silently 
rough the world, and kept himself 
yseen , While he waked the energies 
of others, condensed the views of the 
‘hristian Community, and concentra- 
ed the exertions of pious charity ; till, 
arly ripe for heaven, he resied from 
jis labors, and his works follow hin. 
It is matter of deep humiliation, 
that in most of our churches, there ts, 
al present, a suspension of the special 
mfuences of the divine Sp-rit, while 
wo few of the friends of the Redeemer 
we weeping between the porch and 
the altar, ard crying, “ Lord, spare 
thy people, give not thy heritage to 
reproach.” 
fiom our brethren of the Generai 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
we learn, with heartfelt joy and grat- 
tude, that they * never perphaps had 
fewer causes of mourning and grief 
than at present.” While wey lameut 
the coldness, formality, and sinful con- 
lormity to the world, of some of the 
protessersof godliness amoung them ; 
while they deeply deplore the exces- 
sive use of ardent spiriis, in many pla- 
ces, as well as the profanation of the 
uame and the Sabbath of the Lord ; 


| and while they have detected, and are 


anxiously watching the wiles of the 
ach deceiver «among them, “ by 


which he leads men tu substitute the 
name of religion for religion itselt ;” 
yet tt affords them matter of congrat- 
vation, that when “ ihe enemy com- 
eth in like a flood, the Spirit of the 
Lord shat! lift up a standard against 
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him.” Aud the General Assembly 
appear to be encouraged and anima- 
ted, not only by the divine promise, 
but by their ewn rich and happy ex. 
perience of divine faithfulness. “No 
design,” say they, “has been formed, 
ii any pari of our beunds, te advauce 
the kingdom of Christ, to extend the 
knowledge of God, or to promote the 
best interest of men, that has not been 
succeeded with the divine blessing. 

‘The prayers of God’s people are 
scarceiv uttered before they are an- 
swered ; aud anellort is scarcely made 
before it issuccessful, ‘ile rising glo- 
ry of our Zion canaot fail to command 
eur attention, and inspire our hearis 
with gratitude.” ‘Phis happy state of 
things, they attribu'e, under God, to 
the faithfuiness ef tmitiisters, and to 
the fidelity, zeal, and charitable exer- 
tions o: the professed friends of Christ, 

With emotions of peculiar delight 
do we hear our Presbyterian brethren 
declare, not only that the great and 
permanent taterests of religion have 
heen, during the last year, mure exten- 
sively secured and promoted, through- 
our theic wide spread fimits, than, 
heretofore, but also that the Father 
of mercies has umparicd to Lic some 
rich tokens of tus tender regard, by 
extending to many of their churches 
the spectal influenc’s of his {oly 
Spirit, More than tuiey congrega- 
tioas, scatiered titoogh sixteen Pres. 
byteries, ave reported as having been 
visited extensively by refreshing show- 
ers of divine grace. Phe Assembly 
have indeed to weep over a wide spread 
aud coutinually increasing field of mor- 
al and spivitul d:solatrou, on them 
western aud southern borders. ‘Ten- 
derly do they sympathiz: with their 
breturen aad sisters whose lot it is to 
inhabit a wilderuess, seldom trodden 
by the feet of them that bring good t- 
diags, and seldom (in some instances 
never yet) made to resound with the 
prayers and praises of the sanctuary. 

‘The delegates of the General Asso- 
ciation of Massachusetts Proper in- 
form us, that many congregations, with. 
in their limits, have been signaity bies- 
sed by the convincing and renova. 
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ting operations of tle Holy Ghost. 
The counties of Berkshire, Hamp- 
shire, Hamden, and Worcesier, liave 
largely participated in the refreshing 
influences. From fifteen hundred to 
two thousand persons, in those coun- 
tics, are supposed to nave been brought 
out of darkness into God’s marvellous 
light. Atthe preset time, there are 
sume very titeresting revivals in the 
counties of Peymouih and Barnsiable. 
The Theological Seminary at Andover 
Js is prosperous circuasiauces, and 
about one hundred young men are pre- 
pariag, in that ins! itutien, for the gos- 
pel ministry. The American Educa- 

tion Society, occupying a sphere of 
ust fulness, surpassed, perhaps, by no 
other charitable institution, supported 
by numerous and powers auxiliaries, 

and having, wider its pat ouage, more 
than one hundred and forty beneficia- 
ries, excites the con, ratulations, and 
inspires the hopes of the friends of 
‘Zion. 

From the General Association of 
New-ilampshire we are happy to learn, 
that the cause of Christ is manifestly 
gaining ground in that state. A num- 
ber of places have been visited by 
special revivals of religion ; Sabbath 
schools have been extensively estab- 
lished ; and the friends of Zion, on the 
whole, have cause of congratulation 
and animating hope. 

By the General Convention of Ver- 
mont, we ave informed, that they 
“ have abundant cause to praise the 
great Head of the church, especially 
for the success which he hath granted 
to missionary labors within that state ; 
and that < although God has no! blessed 
them during the past year with many 
signal revivals, yet hath he glad dened 
their hearts by exhib piling other foot 
steps of his grace.” ‘They have thank- 
fully beheld the kind charities of pious 
females making their ministers mem- 
bers for life of various benevolent so- 
cieties, accompanied by an iucreasing 
disposition in all to cast somthing into 
the treasury of the Lord. “ Sabbath 
schools,” say they, “ are springing up 
in our sta’ e, as the first fruits of the 
millennium, waving before the Lord. 
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The monthly Concert of Prayer is a, 
tended in most of our churches, Ang 
with no common sensations do we > hail 
the vise of the Vermont Juvenny 
MisstonARy Socie TY, asa light! 
and evlighten our dark places.” 
To all that love and wait for tl 
consoiition of ren l, ihe General Ax 
sociation would say, in cout clusion~q 
Dear Brethren, be not weary in wel 
doing, nor faint ia your miads, We 
have not only the promises of diving 
grace, and the security that the dis 
pensations of the g: »spel s Shail never be 
unaccompanied with the divine bles 
ing, but numerous events in the prot 
deiice oi God, and the continual ope 
rations of the Holy Spirit, to cheer our 
hopes, to animate our exertions, and 
lo lucrease our attachment to the il 
terests of Zion. biessed are they that 
stand in their lot, watching and wai 


U Cheer 


lig tor the coming of their Lord. 


From the Panoplist. 
JONRNAL OF THE MISSION AT BRAI). 
ERD. 

Dec. 1, 1818. Received informe 
tion by the Agent, that a Cherokee, 
in the lower part of the nation, has an 
Osage boy in his possession, 9 or ll 
yea:s old, who was brought over a cap 
tive by him, on the return of the Cher 
okees from their expedition agaist 
the Osages, a little more than a yeat 
ago: that he was now about to retum 
to the Arkansaw, aud would leave this 
boy with us, ifany one would go aller 
him. We were also told, that in the 
same family there was a captive gill, 
somewhat older than this boy ; and 
ihat slie was a sister of the Osage gil! 
now with us. It was thought probable, 
that they miglit be persuaded to leave 
both the girl and the boy. 

2. Further inquiry was made re- 
specting these Osage cluldren, and i 
was thought best to go after them iu- 
mediately. 

3. Father Hoyt and his son Milo 
set out in quest of the little captives. 

12. Father Hoyt and his son re- 
turned, They had travelled between 
two and three hundred miles,—lay 1 
the woods three nights, encountered 
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ral storms, swam one creek, &c., 


Yer is a, could not obtain the objects of 














8. And ir pursuit. They found both the 
O We hiai iden. The gil is indeed Lydia 
Vai ver's sister, and appears to be about 
tO chieep vears of age. ‘Phe boy is younger 


? 1 we expected, perhaps 4, or 0. it 
svery painful to leave these child- 
» to be taken back again to the 
shades of the forest, alter having 
en brought so near the light; but 
ihing could be done to preveut il. 
owner of the boy said the Agent 
:d misunderstood him. 
in this tour father Hoyt spent two 
sits and a day at the house of Cath- 
ine Brown’s father. He was receiv- 
with great cordiality by the whole 
mily; and Catharine’s joy was so 
eat, that he says, “I feit myself 
nore than paid for the fatigues of the 
hole journey by the first eveniig’s 
pporiunity.” Catharine said, it had 
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rd. been very dark times with her, since 
e left Brainerd; ail around her 
vere engaged for the riches and 
BRAIN. MMbleasures of the world; and because 


ne could not unite with them, as for- 
forma veriy, they were teling her, they sup- 
“rokee, Mosed she thought herseli very guod 
has an Hino s—that she expected to go to heave 
Or 0 Men alone, &c. Her greatest burden 
4 Car Biwas a fear that she should be drawn 
Che Bway from the right path, and at 
Salis! BP length be left to do like those around 
| yea Ber. She felt herself too weak to leave 
elut BAR the society and tustruction of Chris- 
. ts tians, and gointo tie world alone. A 
allet B® small room full of people, more than 
. Me half whites, were collected here to hear 
5"; B® preaching, and gave very geod atien- 
an’ MM iow. A Cherokee woman w ept alinost 
> gill the whole time of the sermon. 
a, Sabbath, 13. ‘The litle company of 
Pave BE professors now left at Brainerd were 
again refreshed at the Communion ta- 
© ble, which our Lord in great mercy 
di continues to spread for us in this wil- 


uu derness, Only six communicants be- 
1 sides the mission family were present 
al at this time ; two of our Cherokee sis- 
a ters being kept at home by sickuess. 


But though our pumbers were less than 


ri 60 some former occasions, we had the 
od consolation to reflect, that nope, were 
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willingly absent, or excluded for mis- 
conduct. We hada good day. Our 
communion with our Cherokee and 
African brothers was sweet; and the 
little sheal, which the Lord has gath- 
ered here, appears more and more 
precious, ® 

20. We were refreshed by a joint 
letter from our dear brethren at the 
Choctaw station. We rejoice when 
they rejoice, and weep when = they 
weep. Lhe Lord las again blessed 
thear with health, aud they are ad- 
vancing with their buildings. The 
Chociaws have held a talk lor twenty 
days, with the United S:ate’s Coimmis- 
sioners, and to «2 man reused to give 
up any of thet land. 

Brother Chamberlain ieft us this 
moruing On a visiting and preac ug 
tour down the river. Hei 
pointment for the ensuing Sabbath on 
the Tenuessee, 40 miles below Brain- 
erd. 

Sabbath, 27. The littiecompanyof 
Africans were a'] present again to-day, 
and continued ther attention We 
hope it will be for their everlasting 


ks a2 Abe 


i 


good, that they lave been onelined to 
leave those diversions, of witch this 
class of people are geiss rally so fon = 
to spend so many ef their holidays it 
the feet of Jesus. 

Gne of ihis company, of whom we 
enterain a hope that be has been tru- 
ly enlightened by the word and Spirit 
of God, is soon to remove beyond the 
Mississippt 3 probably befure be will 
liave opportunity again to receive in. 
struction tyom us. lle was greatly 
distessed with we thouglt, that he 
should probably pever see uitssionas 
ries, or hear preaching ac:ain. We ex- 
horted hii to put his wast in God, and 
to live always near the Saviour, by a 
prayerful obedience to all is com- 
mandiments, sé far as he knew them 5 
gave him such other instruction as we 
thought suited to his particular case, 
and mdulged the hope, that even by 
this bondman the Lord would send 
some ligiit into the dack region, to 
which lie was about to be taken. He 
was greatly comiorted when we told 
him, that possibiy, missionaries ivight 
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be sent into that country, where he 

would one day see and hear them, 

The Cherokees in general, even the 

loose: part cf them, are very willing 

their siaves should receive religious in 
struction ; for they say, it makes them 
better. 

29. Brother Chamberlain returned. 
He was very kindly received wherever 
he catled; had an attentive auctence 
on the Sabbatu, of about 30 persons, 
and received, asa token of friendship, 
a eumber of Christmas gifts from dif- 
ferent persons on his teur. 

‘Phere 1s no place near us where a 
large audience can be collected. As 
the people do not live in villages, but 
scattered over the country fram two 
to ten miles apart, to collect in any 
place 20 or 3O0, who understand our 
janguage, is as much as can be expect- 
ed. if we could preach in Cherokee, 
we think we should have much larger 

assen:blies, 

Brother Buirick went out to day to 
buy corn. What we raised is nearly 
spent, and we do not expect our gen- 
cral supply for several weeks. 

Sister Anna is just beginning to re- 
cover, after more than three weeks 
confinement, Her sickness appeared 
to be occasioned by too hard labor in 
the kitchen. Sister Chamberiain still 
continues in a feeble state of health, 
and unable to assist in the labours of 
the family, or to take charge of the 
female scholars. Mother Hoyt, with 
all her bodily infirmities, has been, 
and still is, our main dependence in 
the female department. What dis- 
tresses us most, is, taat there is no fe- 
male able to superintend and keep 
with the girls while out of school. We 
see, and very sensibly feel the want of 
such a person. Considering the dark 
shades of the forest, from which these 
dear girls have so lately been brought, 
they do much better than we could 
have expected ; but they, as well as 
the boys, need some one with them ey- 
ry hour. 

Jan. 1.1819. The old king, and 
one of the principal chiefs from the 
southern part of the nation, came to 
visit the school. They arrived just at 
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evening. On winter evenings , 
children are collected in one jy 
where they are exercised in , 
ing, answering Guesttons, singing, 
When the old king saw the ehijy 
assembied this eventing, he was or 
dei:rehted, and shook hands with y 
most atiectionaiely. He appoy 
much pleased during the first exe 
es, (though he does not underga, 
English ;) but when they began (J 
singing, he could not refrain fy 
tears; though evidently endeavouty 
io repress his feelings, as if ashane fr 
to weep. The furrows of his war wo a 
cheeks were plentifully watered, ay 
his handkerchief almost constantly 
plied to dry them. He spoke to th 
children aflectionately, as did also tlk 
accompanying chief. | 
2. ‘The king and chief visited th 
school. After the children had pas: . 
ed through their various exercises, the 
king addressed them in a grave ani 
affectionate manner, sitting. The 
chief then arose and spoke, as it ap 
peared to us, ina most eloquent and 
persuasive manner, for some time. 
By his gestures, we supposed he was 
talking to the children about getting 
an education—then dispersing tyroush 
the nation—doing great goed throug! 
life, and thus meeting together above, 
to receive a reward. ‘The chiidres 
listened with great aitention, and most 
of them were considerably affected. 
From them we afterwards learned, that 
our conjectures, respecting the sub- 
jects of the discourse were correct; 
that the chief told them the missiona- 
ries must be good men, or they would , 
not be willing to do so much for them 
without pay : that we knew more than 
the Indians did ; and they must listeu 
to our instructions, keep steady at the 
school, and be obedient, until they had 
learned all that we wished them to 
learn; and, that when thev went away 
from school, they must remember and 
follow the good way they had learned 
here ;—if they did so, they would do 
much goud to their people while they 
lived, and when they died they would 
go above and be happy. 
After the chief had concluded, the 
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king again addressed the children a 
few minutes, and requested that they 
night all come round and shake hands 
with him, which they did. Both the 
king and chief then expressed their 
warmest thanks for the good we were 
doing to their nation ; said they should 
think much of us, and of the school; 
and would tell their people, cvery 
where, that it was very good to send 
their children here, where they would 
learn good things, &c. 

This evening Milo Hoyt returned 
from Knoxville. Ue brings the agree- 
able intelligeuce that sister Hall was 
delivered of a daughter on the 27th 
uit. and both mother and daughter 
were likely to do well, 

Returning, about 30 miles from 
Knoxville, Milo’s business called him 
off the main road; in getting into it 
again, he had to pass several miles 
through the woods. 
a house, just before he came to the 
main road, he was met by a man on 
horseback, who accosted him as an 


old acquaintance, and rode up as iv 


he would shake hands; when sudden- 
ly seizing Milo’s bridle, and turning 
liis horse about, he presented a cocked 
pistol at his breast,and commanded hit 
on pain of instant death, to ride back. 
The boy positively refused to go one 
step back. The man (being, as was sup- 
posed, afraid to fire his pistol so near 
the house) then leaped from his horse, 
drew a large knife, and told the boy to 
deliver his money, or he would in- 
stantly cat his throat,—still holding 
the horse by the bridle, At this crit- 
ical moment, the boy giving his horse 
astroke with the whip, and twitching 
the bridle, made hisescape. He had 
with him between four and five hun- 
cred dollars. 

It is considered much safer trave!l- 
ling any where in the Cherokee couu- 
try, than over the line on i's borders. 

7. Engaged a neighbour, who was 
soing up the river on business, to go 
io the man who had contracied to de- 
liver us corn some time in this month ; 
and to engage him, if possible, to send 
down immediately. We consume 


about 30 pushels of corn a week. ‘To 


Within sight of 
s 


live by borrowiag would ssou exhaust 
the stores ofall our neighbors. 

8. The clothing prepared for our 
dear children, and forwarded last July, 
by the pious females of Philadelphia 
and Lanusingburg, arived this day. 
These clothes have been kept back 
until the nakedness of many of our 
precious charge prepared us to feel 
the importance and value of the gift. 
Had we received them sooner, we 
should doubtless lave been less thank- 
ful for them. O could those dear sis- 
ters know how much good they have 
done to us, to the children, and to the 
cause of Christ here, they would f{ccl 
themselves a thousand times paid fin 
their labour of love. It is not merely 
assisting us In our labois and cares: it 
is nok merely clothing the naked and 


ee Sah ' LB rv wee gap 
relieving the distressed 3 but was in 


Jac, preaching Christ; and that in a 


wianner suited to engage the attention 
and interest the feelings of the rudest 
savage. He beholds his child, the ob- 
ject of his warmesi afiections, comfort- 
ably clad. “Aud who has doue this? 
A persona whose situation precludes 
the possibility of jus expecting, or re- 


ceiving any return from his benéficia- 


ry. And what has moved him to do 
wis? Hisreligion. He is a Christian. 
It requires no métaphysical reasoning, 
no refined logic to bring the mind to 
the conclusion, that religion must be 
good. We think Christiaus generally, 
are not aware of the value of then 
charities in seuding the Guspel to the 
heathen, considered simply us recom- 
mendipy the true religion, and gain- 
ing the attention of the untaugit by 
this act of benevolence. Every dollar 
given to supply the miss:on fund, may 
be considered, not merely as yoiug to 
support missions, but itself becoming 


a missionary: silently, but forcibly,. 


declaring the religion of the Gospel as 
a religion of benevolence ; and there- 
fore, from that God, who “1s kind to 
the evil aud the unthankiul.” 

15. Hearing that our promised 
corn would not be down soon, aud the 
Tennessee having falien, we sent three 
wen with our perogue aftercorn. We 
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expect it will ceme high to us in this 
way; but we have no other resource, 
having lived by borrowing several 
days. 

Sabbath, 17. Brother Chamberlain 
preached at brother Hicks’s. The 
congregation there is rather increas- 
ing, and the peopie attentive to hear; 
but no other hopeiul appearance. 

18. Bouglit 60 bushels of corn fram 
a boat on the ‘Teunessee, at 75 cents 
a bushe!. When conveyed home, it 
will have cost us uearly, or quite, a 
dollar. 

21. The three hands, who went 
afier corn, returned. Phey have spent 
eight days, and brougist 150 bushels. 
The Chickamauealh cieek is too low 
to bring the cornu up by water; we 
shall therefore be under the necessi ity 
of hauling # over the high laud im a 
waggon. 

31. Previous te the administration 
of tie Lord’s supper, brotiier Reece 
offered for baptism an infant and three 
other children, who till lately have lived 
with their mocher, a woman not now 
cousidered as his wife ; he having part- 
ed from her, and left the children with 
her, before his conversion. When 
separations of this kind take place, 
which are frequent among this people, 
the mother is cousider€d as having the 
sole right to the children; but if she 
please, she can relinquish this right to 
the father. Since this brother has 
found the Saviour, he bas been very 
desirous to recover his children again, 
that he may train them up io the way 
they should go. A part of them he 
obtained, aud offered in baptism some 
time since. ‘Two of the three oldest 
ofiered in baptism at this time, he has 
lately obtained from their mother, and 
taken into his family as his own. The 
oldest of them the mother will not yet 
consent to deliver up entirely ; but she 
has agreed, that this daugliter shall be 
educated in the mission family and 
school. We therefore thought she 
might be admitted to baptism. 

With these four children we also bap- 
tized Lydia Lowry, aged about six 
teen. She had been in the school 
about 12 months, aud became a hope- 


ful subject of divine grace last sum. 
mer. For several months she has 
been under particular instruction, as a 
candidate for baptism. Her whole de. 
portment since the apparent change, 
has been such as to give increasing 
evidence that it is real and saving, 
She will now be considered as a can- 
didate for full communion in all the 
ordinances and privileges of the church 
of God. 

A Cherokee woman, supposed to be 
about 70 years of age, (the same men- 
tioned in the report of the Visiting 
Committee last June, asa heépeful con- 
veit,) this day put herself under oa 
care, for speciai instruction as a can- 
didate for the holy ordinance of bap- 
usm. 

‘he wildcrness and solitary place is 
glad for them, and ihe desert biossoms 
as the rose. O how precious are the 
privileges we enjoy here in this wil- 
derness. We would not change our 
place and our employment for any 
thing short of that eternal rest, which 
God has prepared for those that love 
hin. 

Afier baptism was adiministered te 
the above-mentioned persons, the pro- 
fi'ssed followers of Christ, consistiug 
of black, red, and white, surrounded 
the table of one common Lord, and 
found “a feast of fat things.” ‘This 
day completes 12 months since the 
first new converts were added to this 
church ; and it now contains I] aduit 
members, aud 24 baptised children, 
beside the mission family. “ The 
Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad.” 





MEMOIR OF RE . WABREN. 

The followin: ume of the death of 
this devoted Missionary are given by his com- 
panion in afiliction, Rev. Jame s Richards, in a 
letter to his tather, Thomas Warren. : 

Having thus finished the story of 
his bodily sufferings, I with pleasure 
give you some account of the exer- 
cises of hismind. After his last bleed- 
ing, he was not able for a number of 
weeks to confine his mind, long at 
once, to reading, contemp'ation, or 
Prayer. If he attempted to do so, it 
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immediately aggravated the symptoms 

of his disease. ‘This he often spoke 

of, asa great trial. Bat after some 

weeks he was able to hear reading a 

considerable part of the day; though 

je could ot read himself. I was of 
uitle service to him in that respect, on 

account of the weekness of my eyes 5 

je therefore embraced every opportu- 

nity of baving others read to hin. 

And the Bible was his principal book. 

Soon after we left Ceylon, he gained 

so much strength as to be able to read 

a little, as well as to hear reading al- 

ynost all the day; and some of our fel- 

low passengers were so kind as to read 

to us considerable, especially on the 

Sabbath; but it was a peculiar grief to 

him, that we had no opportunity of 
praying together during the whole 

voyage. 

iis disease did not abate his zeal 
for the glory of God, or for the salva- 
tion of men. He often exceeded his 
strength in conversing with the passen- 
gers upon religious subjects, exiorting 
them to make sure of the one thing 
needful; and he was very desirous to 
have more strength, that he might do 
more for God. Notwithstanding his 
great weakness I enjoyed much of his 
company 3; for he was always cheerful, 
and always ready, when abie, to con- 
verse upon heavenly things. 

I might here bear decided testimony 
to his patience and submission, for I 
cannot recollect that he ever expressed 
the least dissatisfaction with the deal 
ings of Divine Providence, either by 
words or actions. On the contrary, 
he spoke more of the sufferings of 
others than of himself, and it appeared 
to be his ardent desire, that the will of 
the Lord might be done. Some were 
astonished to see him so calm and so 
cheerful; but it was evident to his 
more intimate friends, that while his 
body was afflicted, his soul was rejoic- 
ing in the light of God’s ccuntenance. 

After we landed at Simon’s ‘Town, 
his Christian privileges were increas- 
ed; as we had a room to ourselves, we 
could unite together in prayer, as well 
as in reading the Scriptures and reli- 
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ious conversation. And after we 
£ 


came to this place, a number of Chris- 
tinn friends were in the habit of ca'ling 
to see him, with whom he joined in 
raver as often as circutnstances would 
allow. Indeed, it was abundantly ev- 
ident that prayer, the reading of the 
Word of God, religious conversation, 
and communion with God, were his 
meat and his drink; and that he was 
ripening fast for the kingdoin of glory. 

He sometimes expressed a desire to 
have clearer views of divine things anda 
stronger evidence of his union to Christ; 
but his consolations always appeared to 
be greater than his fears, aud fis sea- 
sous of spiritual darkness were short 
and few. As his end drew near, his 
views became biighter, and his hope 
in Christ stconger, tli every doubt aud 
every fear, respecting his good estate, 
were entirely banished. He conver- 
sed upon the circamsiances of his own 
death with as much cheertulness as 
upon any other subject; and I con- 
sider it a pecutiar biessing, that 1 was 
allowed to be with him in his last 
moments. 

Soon after the time wlien he began 


to fail rapidly, 1 spoke to him respect- | 


ing the uear appioach of death, and 
he replied, “ No matter how soon—no 
matter how sodh. No ecstasies, a 
calm, humble dependance,—it is ail ! 
want.” At this time, in consequence 
of the difficul.y of his breathing, it was 
almost impossible for him to speak, ex- 
cept in broken sentences. ‘l'wo days 
after, he expressed the state of his mind 
in the following terms: “i do feel a 
calmness in calling on my Jesus. No 
ecstacy—but I feel that I have com- 
mitted myself into his hands.” Three 
days betore his death, when I asked 
him if he was ready to have his earth- 
ly tabernacte dissolved, he said, “ Yes, 
Ithink lam. Yes, I sometimes Jong to 
depart.” The next day, which was the 
day but one before he died, he said to 
me, “* When I can contemplate, it is 
very pleasing,” What do you con- 
template, I replied. “It is Jesus,” 
said he, “and the way of salvation. I 
have a remarkable calmness. I {eel 
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that Jesus will not leave me. I can- 
not doubt. I try to doubt, but I 
cannot.” 

About an hour before his soul took 
its flight, he began to talk in the fol- 
lowing manner, repeating the words 
many times, and making long pauses, 
“Is this death ?—Yes, this is death. 
Come Lord Jesus, come quickly.” He 
then spoke to me, and called me by 
name, but when JI asked bim what he 
wanted, he only said, “ Death.” And 
when he had repeated the former ex- 
pressions many times, he spoke to me 
again. I answered as before, and re- 
ceived the same reply. Shortly af- 
ter he said, “Give my love to them, 
tell them to be faithful unto death. 
Farewell—Farewel!—Come Lord Je- 
sus. O thou kind angel conduct me, 
conduct me,—Come Lord Jesus, come 
quickly.” 

These were his last words. In about 
five minutes be ceased to breath? 
and who can doubt that the “ kind an- 
gel” conducted his departing spirit to 
the paradise above, where he could 
see his blessed Saviour face to face. 

Thus, my dear Sir, I have endeav- 
ored to give you a faithful account of 
your beloved Son, from the time we left 
Columbo till the day of his death. How 
happy are they who live as he lived, 
and die as he died. Blessed are the 
dead, who die in the Lord, for they 
rest from their labours, and their works 
do follow them. 

[ remain your affectionate, though 
distant and unworthy friend, 

James RicuArps. 


‘BENEFICENT SOCIETY OF NEW-PROV- 
IDENCE. 

The first Annual Meeting of this Society, 
was holden at New-Providence Church, N. C, 
onthe 17th May. The meeting was opened 
with a sermon by the Rev. J. Wallis, from Gal. 
vi. 9. “ Let us not be weary in well-doing,” 


when the Board of Managers presented the 
following 


REPORT. 


In meeting their brethren on this 
first Anniversary of the Institution, 
the Managers hope for the indulgent 
attention of the meeting, whilst they 
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give a brief detail of the measures jhe, 
have adopted in the prosecution 4 
the business commiited to their agey. 
cy. In adverting to the object of oy 
association as specified in our cons). 
tution; viz. “all practicable mean 
of dving good,” the Managers hay. 
contemplated a wide field, tor active, 
continued and vigorous exertions; , 
fizid in which, they, together with ey. 
ery individual member of the society, 
inay have the opportunity and pica. 
sure of co-operating with many thou 
sands of other organized societies 
throughout the Chrisuanized parts of 
the world. ‘They deein it a high priv. 
lege indeed, to live in an age whiex 
there is such combined exertion in the 
glorious work of * doing good ;” when 
one heart and spirit seem to animate 
the great mass of the Christian world ; 
when all the genuine disciples of him 
who “went about doing gocd,” ap 

pear desirous of imitating his high 
and bright example; and even emu- 
late one another in inventing methods 
for the exercise of benevolence and 
charity. It is certainly, an animat- 
ing consideration to be fellow workers 
with such a vast nrultitude both of in- 
dividuals and associations. ‘The Man- 
agers have endeavoured correctly te 
estimate the privilege ; and they trust 
they have felt the obligations of duty 
resulting from being entrusted with a 
Special agency in so great a cause. 
They have however been particularly 
solicitous that they might select the 
most proper objects for the employ- 
ment of the funds committed to their 
management. In the appropriations 
ofthe monies of the institution, they 
have been guided by a desire of accom- 
plishing the greatest amount of good 
with their limited means. 

In pursuance of a resolution passed 
at the last meeting of the society, the 
Corresponding Secretary was directed 
by the board of Managers to forward 
by mail fifty dollars to aid the funds of 
the American Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions. As this subject was largely dis- 
cussed at the last meeting of the So- 
ciety, it is deemed unnecessary in this 
stage of the Report to enter into any 
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jetail of reasoning in support of the 
yeasure. ‘That it is indeed the duty 
fall who have been favored with the 
essines of the Gospel, to contribute 
heir endeavours to send the word of 
ight and life to the hundreds of mil- 
ions of the human family who are 
ll enveloped in heathenish darkness, 
und perishing for lack of knowledge, 
iil pot be denied by any genuine 
‘hristian. To the accomplishment 
{this great object, the combined ex- 
rtion of the Christian woild is now 
principally directed. To forward this 
clorious work we have also attempted 
to contribute our mite. In addition, 
therefore, to the fifty dollars transmit- 
ted fast year by the special instructions 
ofthe Society, the Board of managers 
in the month of February last, Resolv- 
ed that sixty dollars be appropriated 
toaid the funds of the Foreign Mis- 
sion Society ; which sum the Corres- 
ponding Secretary was directed to 
transmit by mail to Mr. Nathan Whi- 
ting at New-Haven; with instructions 
that thirty dollars of the above sum be 
appropriated to the special use of the 
Foreign Mission Sehool; and that the 
other thirty dollars be applied to aid 
the funds of the American board of 
Foreign Missions in whatever manner 
the Board may judge will best sub- 
serve the interests of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. Both of these sums, amount- 
ing to one hundred and ten dollars 
have been forwarded as directed ; and 
‘ie receipts of the Treasurer of the 
foreign Mission Society for the same, 
ave been received. 

But whilst our attention and pecu- 
nary aids have been thus directed to 
remote objects of ignorance and dis. 
iress, we have not considered ourselves 
exempt from all obligations to regard 
such objects nearer home. It is not 
necessary to cross the Atlantic, and 
visit the benighted regions of Africa, 
Asia, and Europe ; or even to explore 
the Western and Southern extremities 
ol Uiis vast continent to find out such 
objects of human ignorance and mise- 
'y as call loudly for our commisera- 
ton and aid. Many such objects are 


‘0 be found in our own neighbour- 


yr 
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hood. Multitudes of ihe rising genet- 
ation are growing up in habits of igno- 
rance, indolence, poverty, and vice. 
Ye have considered H a duly also to 
seek out such objects, and according to 
the means putin our power, to extend 
to them the hand of relief. Forty 
dollars, therefore, of the funds com- 
mitted: to our management, have been 
appropriated to the education of poor 
children living within our bounds, and 
not exceeding ten in number 5 and a 
committee of five members of this 
board have been appointed to select 
the objects, and superintend the ap- 
plication of the maney appropriated. 
Also Fifty copies of Websier’s Spell- 
ing books have been purchased with 
our funds, and a committee appointed 
to select the objects and superintend 
the distribution thereof as they may 
find suitable objects. 

We have now stated all the purpo- 
ses and objects to which we have 
made any appropriation of the funds 
commiited to our management. The 
total amount of the subscriptions to 
the institution ; and the balance still 
on hand, will appear from an idspec- 
tion of the Treasurer’s books, and the 
statements annexed to this report. 

But whilst we would acknowledge 
our obligations to co-operate in the 
laudable work of “ doing good” by our 
pecuniary contributions and appropri- 
ations we hive considered ourselves 
equally bound to aid the cause, by at- 
tempting by other means, the suppres- 
sion of vice, and the prevention or al- 
leviaiion of misery. ‘To suppress, or 
punish vice; and to protect and re- 
ward virtue, is however, the specia! 
duty and object of civil government ; 
which, so far as it is * the ordinance of 
God,” is designed to be a “ terror to 
evil doers, and a praise to them that 
do well.” In this work every good 
citizen will feel himself obligated con- 
scienciously and prompily to afford 
his aid. But we have been deeply im- 
pressed with the conviction that much 
more might be done, and ought to |» 
done, than has yet been attempted )» 
the civil government, for the suppres- 
sion or punishment of soine flagrant 


ow — 





126 


and disgraceful vices of the present 
day ; particularly the vices of Drunk- 
enness aud profane swearing. We 
have therefore considered it our duty 
to invite our fellow citizen, to co-oper- 
ate with us in attempting to induce the 
legislative, judicial, and executive 
branches of government, to enact and 
execute laws more effectual for the 
suppression of these vices. 

After serious cousideration and con- 
siderable discussion of this subject in 
one of the meetings of this board, a 
committee was appointed to prepare 
a petition to the General Assembly of 
the state of North Carolina praying 
for the enactment of more adequate or 
effectual laws for the suppression of 
vice; and particularly for the suppres- 
sion or punishment of the vice of 
drunkenness. The committe accord- 
ingly prepared a Petition; of whicha 
number of copies were printed and 
circulated for the purpose of obtaining 
signatures. Several of these petitions 
with a large number of signers, were, 
as we have been informed, forwarded 
to the General Assembly of the state 
at its last session. But although we 
have seen in the public journals, or 
news papers, accounts of the proceed- 
ings of the Assembly, notices of the 
presentment of many private petitions 
of trivial importance to the public, we 
have not yet seen any account of the 
presentment oi the Petition forward- 
ed for the vice; bor 
any iniimation that any thing was at 
tempted on the subject. But we have 
received verbal information, which we 
suppose is corvect, that the petition 
was read in one of the houses of As- 
1d referred to a committee ; 
which committee reported unfavoura- 
biv to the olject of the petition. But 

for what rea- 


upon what crou 
sons such a report was made by the 
the 


commiitee, or acquiesced in by 
Assemb!y, we have not beea iniorm- 
ed, 

The refusal of the Legislature to 
act upon the petition, has, however, 
induced the Board of Managers to re- 
cousider the subject; and the result of 
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their enquiries and reflection: , he 
been an increased conviction of the 
propriety and necessity of a revisig 
and amendment of the laws of 
state respecting vice and immorality. 
and the enactment of statutes preser 




































ing more adequate penalties for th wi 
abominabie crimes of Drunkenness ay wi 
profane swearing, as well as for th he 
breach of the Sabbath. gu 
In all wise and righteous legislating, lis 
there must be some due proportic, by 
between crimes and their prescribe: he 
punishments. Whatever may be sup. er 
posed to have been the adequate pe. co 
alty for Drunkenness one hundre! re 
years ago; the legislature that would ar 
now limit the penalty to be inflicted ac 
by civil government for that crime, z cl 
two shillings and six pence, or twenty- 
five cents; would seein to have adop- th 
ed a low standard of morals indeed of 
or to have no adequate sentiments re fr 
specting either the turpitude, crim: si 
nality or pernicious effects of that vice tu 
Let it not be said that the drunkard kt 
injures nobody but bimself; this is no sy 
toriously and grossly untrue ; for every * 
habitual drunkard may with strict pre - 
priety & justice be considered as a di: ue 
organizer, a thief, and amurderer. Such Be * 
a character is a flagrant violater of the 1 
good order of society. He robs the - 
public by entailing poyerty on his fam- - 
ily ; and may be considered as a mut. " 
derer, as his intemperate habits tend " 
directly to shorten his own life, 2 “, 
wel as to endanger the lives of other: he 
It is therefore the interest and duty 7 
every Community to restrain or punish . 
such practices by adequate penalties | 
Such in brief, are the sentiments ger “f 
erally entertained on this subject by . 


the Board of Managers: but whethe , 
it will be the duty of their successors, ; 
or the Society to attempt any farthe 
measures on the subject, is a question 





more proper to be determined by the , 
Society. y 
All of which is respectfully submit- ‘ 
ted, : 
Wiiittam M‘Keg, Pres’t. . 

J. Waxtis, Sec’ry- ‘ 

May 19:h, 1819. ’ 
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Krom the Recorder. 
REASONS FOR SLEEPING AT CHURCH- 


There are certain persons who take 
offence at the very honorabie practice 
of sleeping in the house of God. Ido 

not well understand the reasons for 
which they condemn it, for I am al- 
ways sure to get as: leep as soon as [ 
hear my minister, or any body else, ar- 
guing aga’ inst a custom so long estab- 
lished, and so invamably sanctioned 
by all sensible folks, from Noah’s 
hearers down to the present wise gen- 
eration : yet l wish through you to re- 
cord my solemn protest against all 
seasons that have ever been urged, 
and to shew the world that many solid 
advantages result from sleeping in 
church. 

1. No one can presume to question, 
that the body, fatigued by the labors 
of the week, will be much more re- 
freshed by sleeping on a board in a 
sitting posture, than by the same quan- 
tum of sleep on a bed. It is a well 
known fact, that feathers enervate the 
system, when the oak or hickory 
strengthen and enliven it. Besides ; 
one can’t sleep at home on the Sab- 
bath witha goed conscience, for we 
are commanded * not to forsake the 
assembling of ourselves together as the 
manner of some is’—but there is no 
command, I believe, against sleeping 
in tLe house of God, so that there, 
‘ieep and a good conscience may be 
enjoyed together. It must of course 
he te most re freshing sleep in the 
wor Md, and the best preparative for the 
dutics of the week. 

T he example is admirable. Chil- 
Prats and youth are very apt to be rest- 
lend cantata frac:‘ious even ; but 
when they see their parents asleep, as 
they rareiy do during the week, and as 
they commonly do on the Sabbath, 
they will soon learn how lovei iy isa 
quiet spirii—and how becoming it is 
tu be stti/ in so sacred a place. Some- 
limes they may hear a little snoring— 
or the ery, “ Umpii” when we are 
waking u; —but this is only an occa- 
sonal ‘interruption of the general stiil- 
bess, and by no means destroys the 
happy iufluence ef the example. 


It is calculated to animate the 
preacher—this may sound a littl odd 
but it isa fact, and § facts are stub- 
born things.”? [It was bat the other 
day that good Mr. Dronish got all on 
fire alter be found iwo thirds of his 
bearers asleep, and one would have 
thouehtthe beavens and earth were 
coming together, while he “ hit them 
off’ so roundly for their impudence ia 
not atic nding to his e ‘loquene tc. 

4. And this reminds me of another 
advantage I had well nigh forgotten. 
It can’t fail to improve pulpit oratory 
ingeneyal. Now you know, Sir, we 
have but few orators to preach to us, 
and I shrewdly suspect I have hit up- 
on the true reason of it. Most preach- 
ers manage it so, as to keep a consid- 
erable part of their audience awake, 
and this encourages them to continue 
their stupid way of preaching; where. 
as, if they would allow them to sleep, 
they would not be afiaid of then, for 
if the y biundered and boggied, nobody 
would know it; of course they would 
be as much self possessed as the soph- 
omore trying his oratorical powers be- 
fore an assembly of cabbage-stumps, 
or as Demosthenes himself talking co 
the noisy waves of the sea. 
comparison don’t seem appropos; | 
only beg you to remember that ex- 
tremes meet, and of course it will fol- 
low thata sleepy audience and a noisy 
audience are equally favorable tests of 
an orator’s Lowers, and have an equal 
influence in promoting his improve- 
ment. 

5. Some preachers are heterodox in 
sentiment. Now if all their hearers 
are asleep while they preach, their er- 
rors will do no hurt. No matter what 
a minan Says, when nobody bears him. 
An orthodox preacher always makes 
his hearers mad, more or less, il they 
are awake, for he so hairows up their 
consciences, that ten to one, if they 
don’t take an oaih they'll never beur 
him again; butil they ate as.eep, they 
avoid the dreadiul sin of anger. while 
he may keep his place, and do bis du- 
ty, aud have the reputstion of au ex- 
cellent man, a fine preacber. 

6. Wiiat we don't hear we sha’u’t 
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have to rendcran account of at the 
day of judgment. The more ignor- 
ant we are, the fewer stripes we shall 
receive. If we had heard no more 
than the heathen, O! how happy we 
might have been in the day of ac- 
count! but since it is our misfortun 
to be bern in a Christian land, we 
must make the best of it. 

7. Some rigid notien about the de- 
cency of sle: eping, an d yawning, nod- 
ding ‘and starting in the house of God, 
can only be done away by a 
adherence to the good old cusioin— 
and an invincible obstinacy of oppost- 
tion to allinnovations. it will be much 


aud much to the credit of our chu 

to resist such nietions © vi et ale" —- 
lor as surely as they prevail, they will 
send away ail sleepers from church, 
which might perhaps leave haif the 
seats empty. 

Sometimes it requires seven men to 
render one reason, but you see that I 
can render 7 reasons for sleeping in 
church. And I could add more were 
it necessary. Indeed [ wili add one 
that can be liable to no objection from 
any quarter; it is this. God com- 
mands us to resi on the Sabbath—to 
rest, siguifies tosicep: ergo, God com- 
mands ustosleep. So plain and faira 
syllogism, if carefulivy treasured up, 
can’t fail to prove a perpetual quietus 
to every troubled conscience, and an 
impenetrable shield against all those 
fiery darts which are designed to dis- 
turb the quiet slumbers ot my friends, 
and of your humble servant, 

SOMNUS. 
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July 7th the following sentence: 
66 It will th ne imthe Hower, iit ewere 
the wish, of the Atlantic States, to pre- 
vent the growth of a powerful commer- 
cial State at the mouth and onthe 
banks of the Cclumbta."—Permit a 
friend to the Aborigines then to sug 
gest the following query: Ougit not a 
mission to hee tablished ia that region 
to Christianize the Natives before they 


gre cul off in crue! wars 


GRDINATIONS. 


“HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET or >; 
THAT PREACH THE GOSPEL OF Prac; 
BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF GOOD THINGs 


The following notices are communir, 
the Relizious Inte lligencer, at the re quest o 


Tespe 


clive Presbylerics. 


May 19, Ist9—The Rev. Raynotrs S; 
was ordained as Pastor over the Chm 


Congregation in Morgan, Ohio, by th 
River Presbytery The Rev.E phraim T i. 


7 


ly 
\ 


>in 


raff, a missionary, from the Connecticut 
sionary Society, ofiered. the titroduec 
prayer ; the Rev. Giles H. Cowles, of An 
burgh, preached the sermen, from 1 Tir 
16. “Take heed untot thyself, and unto thy ¢ 
trine ; eatiinas in them: for in doing 
thou shalt both save thyself, and the; 


hear 


thee ;~ the orda Lining prayer was 


by the Rev. Joseph Badger, ot Ashtabula 
Rev “ 
charge to the Pastor; and the Rev. Har 
Cc oe, of Vernon, gave the right hand of fell 
ship, and effered the concluding praver. 


assembly wasnumerous, and by their engaz 


Jonath lan Leslie, of Geneva, gave 


attention, manifested that they felt inter: 
and pleased with the exercises on the soles 
occasion. And it isa matter of rejoicing t 


friends of Zion. that another minister 


it 


ma 
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Gospel is settled in this destitute part of 
land, where “ the harvest is truly plenteow 
but the laborers are few.” 


Wednesday, 


BY THE PRESBYTERY OF HUDSON 


4 


June 9—Mr. -Timto was 0 


dained and installed Pastor of the Churca an 
Congregation of Amity, Orange Co. \ 
Rev. 
Rev. Mr. Thomas, of Chester, delivers 
sermon from Matt. xvi. 19. * And 1 will ¢ 


unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heav« 
Rev. Mr. Thompson, of Greenbush, gave! 


. Green, of West-Town, pres 


<< 
iu 


} 
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4 
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charge to the Bishop; aud Rev. Mr. Dea: 
Beihlehem, to the people. 

By the same Presbytery. On Wedrescs 
June 30, Rev. Ronert G. AnmstRons, 


ordained aud installed Pastor of the 
Congregation ot Pine-Plais, Dutche 
alls 


and 
Co. 


“ 


V.Y. Rev. Mr. Clark of Pleasant-V 


as 


presided, and made the ordaining pra’ 
Mr. Fisk, of Goshen, delivered tx 


, - 
eV. 


mon from 2 Cor. ii. 16. “ and who is sai 
for these things?” Rev. Mr. Cumming 


Florida, delivered the charge to the Past 
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Rev. Mr. Osborn, of Amenia, deliver 
- address to the people. 


_— time Mr. Saswun, 


Ue 


Unton Co} 


Mr. t 


4 tine od to  Caiecerh. 


By ae Sint Presbytery : On Thursday, - 


}, hkev. Wr. Price was instailed Pastor 


nm’ 


Congrezation of Woppinger’s Creek, Da! 
oN. ¥. Rev. Mr. Clark, of Pieasant-' 


ess ¢< 
ley, 


resided, and delivercd the cilaree + 


People; Rev. Me. Osborne, of CR a 


ered the sermou, trom tsa, xh. 1. * 
ye, comiort ye, my people, saith your Go- 


Rev. Mr. Hyde, of Amenia, delivered 
char 


© to the Bishop 
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